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of which Luchvig proposed to meet from the Civil List and by the
numerous economies made in the Court administration. Naturally
a number of malicious and fault-finding persons criticized the
King's fondness for building and exaggerated the costs, but
Ludwig took no notice. lie gave his orders, work was started, and
in a short time the King was often to be seen where building was in
progress, talking to the master-builders, craftsmen and workmen.
He was all impatience and untiringly urged on the work so that
his proud dreams might materialize in marble and masonry with
the least possible delay.

Nor did the King neglect the sciences. He had long regretted
that there was no university in the capital, and he now decided to
transfer the Landshut University to Munich, and to summon the
best representatives of each branch of learning to this seat of
intellectual culture.

By this time Field-Marshal Wredc had returned from
St. Petersburg whither he had been sent with a letter from the
King to attend the accession ceremony of Czar Nicholas I. Now
he heard of all that had been taking place in Munich and was full
of anxiety regarding Ludwig's impetuous actions which, in his
opinion, were too ruthless and unconsidered. The Field-Marshal
deplored this to the Austrian Minister: 'The King pays too little
heed to tradition. Quite apart from his impetuosity, the King
entertains "too many confused ideas and eccentric projects'1.
I have spoken to him on this matter with great frankness, and have
attempted respectfully to remonstrate with him/1 Wredc wished
that the King cared more for the army, where he had made such
great reductions and introduced so many economies that both
officers and men deeply resented the slight put upon them.

Ludwig began to feel the need of a rest after these initial
activities. He longed to see his friend Mariannina, who wrote to
him regularly. With little variation, but not entirely convincingly,
she spoke of her love. Ludwig, under the spell of this woman,
observed nothing and suddenly decided: 1 must see her again,
at once, immediately/ The most important changes in the State
having been carried out, he decided on ytli May to leave for
Colombella on a six weeks' visit to the Marchese and Marchesa
Florenzi.

The Austrian Minister was highly indignant; he had always
hoped that Ludwig's first visit outside his own domains would be

1 Trauttmansdorfi to Metternich, Munich, 2nd May, 1826.  Vienna St.A.